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An Order of the Houſe of Compidia 


for A Committee of Accommodation. 
Septemb. 13.. 1644. 


EN Hat the Committee of Lords and Commons 
Py appointed to treat withthe Commiſſi- 
Ra oners of Scotland, and the Committee of 
| the Aſſembly, Do take into conſideration 
' the differences of the opinions of the men 
bers of the Aſſembly in point of Church-gowernment, 
and to indeawour an union if it be poſſuble : And in caſe 
that caxnot be done,to indeavour the finding out ſome 
way how far tender con ſciences, who cannot in all 
things ſubmit to the ſame Rule, which ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed , may be borne with according to the Word, 
and as may ſtand with the publike peace; That ſo the 
proceedings of the Aſſembly may not be ſo much re- 
tarded. _ | 


| —_— 


This 


This honourable Committee met according to- 
the Order, Septerwb.20, following | 

He appointment of the Order Being, That the diffe- 

rences of opinions, of the members of the aſſembly, in point 

of Church Government be taken into conſideration. The honoura- 
ble Committee appointed a SuB-CoMMITTEE of ſx of the 
Members of the Aſſembly. M", Marſball, MF. Hearle, Maſter 
Vines, D. Temple, Mr: Grodwin, and MF, Nye, (ewo of the diſ- 
ſenting brethren ) To conſider of the drfferences of opinions in 
tbe Aſſembly , in point of Charch-Government : Andto bring in 


what might be matter for that grand Committee to confi» - 


der of. 

In purſuance of this, the faid ſ#b-Commitree met, who ſt: 
led themſelves the ſub-Committeeof AGREEMENTS. And 
after thePreface declaring their mutuall confidence to agree 
in one Confeſſwn of Faith, and in One PireForg of publique wor- 
ſhip, 8&c. They prepared ſeverall Propoſitions, concerning 
ehe Government of perticalar Congregations , andOrdination, 
&c. Declaring how farre inpracticall principles they did 
agree therein, together with the different practices, which 
each according to their principles,deſired,. 

Ofober 1 1. 1644. The honourable Committee met againe, 
At which rhe ſ#b-Commmittee preſented rhe Propoſitions they 
had prepared, declaring they had furtherro bring in concer- 
ning Clafſesand Synods., And what might be the wy of ac- 
commodation for the d:ſſenting brethren to exjoy Congregations 
amongſt ws , according to their principles. All which(though | 
they had met many dayes ) was not asthen perfected. 

Therefore the honourable Committeedid remit back to the 
ſaid ſub-Committee the Propoſitions then brought in , to 
be further explained, and as much, as might to be perfected a- 

| gainſt 
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- .gainſt the next meeting, adjourning {44 Conmmictee untill 
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When theſe Propoſitions that follow;were brought in by the | 
ſub-Conmittee,as containing both a fuller explication, and the 
beſt way to accommodate their own and their brethrews 
principlesin apraQique way ( which was the end of that ho- 
nourable Committee ) both for Congregations, andSynods and the 
government thereof, | 

Otfober 15.1644. The honourable Committee of Zords, 
Commons, Divines of the Aſſembly, withthe Scotch-Commiſſie- 
mers met. And theſe Froatbion were read by Maſter 
Vines who was the Chaire-man of that ſub-Committee. 

A Vote was paſt in the Committee to take them into:confide- 
ration. Butthat debate was notentred upon, becauſe it was 
che earneſt defire of fome that the Rule ſhould firſt be made 
complea te by the Aſſembly and the Houſes. | 

And there was aCeſſation put upon the honourable Committee 

herein, by the honourable Houſe of Commons untill their 
| further pleaſure. 


Let the Reader take notice, that in what particu- 
lars the diſſenting brethren do differ from 
the Propoſitions of the reſt of the SuB-Com- 
MITTEE, or do expreſſe their deſeres a part 
from them, there is a differing CharaSter 
put inthe Printing of them for the diſcerning 
thereof, and that in other things wherein they 
expreſſe not any difterence or further expla- 

nation, they agreed to theme. 


The ProPosITiIONS were as 
followeth. 
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_ Atthe Sub-Committee of Agreements. 


N confidence that we ſhall jointly agree in one 

Confeſſion of Faith, and in one Direcory of 

the Publick worſhip of God, with the help of a 
Preface, we come according toour order to points 
of Government, and therein do agree as fo]- 
loweth. 


I. Thata particular congregation hcving ſuch officers as 
the word of God holds out, both for preaching and go- 
verning, is a Church that hath power in all Ecclefiaſticall 
affairs, which do only concern itſelfe, | | 

2, Thattheſe forem:ntioned officers are to be fo many 
in numb, erin every ſuch congregation, as that three or two 
at the leaſt may agree together in every a& of government. 
By two at the leaſt we mean preaching or governing offi- 
cers. Butſome of the Committee do ho!d that a preaching 
Presbyter ſhould concurte in the ſentence of excommnni- 
cation and ſuſpenſion. : 

3. Thattheſe officers have power in thoſe things which 
are voted bythe Aﬀſembly robe dus unto them, and in ſuſ- 
penſion and excommunication: Some of. the Commitrez 
meaning that the major part of the officers have power to 
doit, the congregation not oppoſing it, in which cafe of 
oppoſition they hold fir that the officers do ſuſpend the a. 
Others of the Committee ſaying that the Major part of the Offi- 
cers have power todo.it, if the Major part of the Brethren do 
conſent unto it by their Votes : ſo as the negative lies inthe 
major part either of the Officers or Brethren. | 

And as for 0rdination , we all hold, thar where there - 


_ are two preaching Presbyters atleaſt, fuch a Presbytery | 


may. 
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. - may ofdaine their own Elders. But:ſome of the: Commitite 
do further ſaythat where there are two raling\ Elders at: aft, 
. they have power of ordaining-Elders for that congregation and 
3a caſe there be wo Elders ( as at the firſt in Eccleſia conſtitu- + 
enda ) ber the choice of Elders, by the people, with approbation 
of th: neighbouring Miniſters with faſting and prayer, may 
ſuffice. - | F 55 
4. That the Elders of the congregation ſhall adviſewich 
the Claffis in all caſes of Excommunicarion before they pro» 
ceedroir, andrhe Claſſis hathpower to heare and deter- 
mine : yet ſo, as the power of the - Congregation be nor 
.concluded. thereby in matter of Excommunicarion. Byt 
ſome of the Committee do ſay that in whatſoever caſe- they find 
difficult either inexcommunication or in any other a4mizniſtra= 
210 of their power, they ſhall firſt adviſe with ſome company or 
Claſſzs of tzeighbour Miniſters, as at the end of the foure follow= 
ing Propoſitionsafierwards.. 3 OSS oe 
-. 5. Forthe aſſociating of Churches, let there bein every 
Countyof this Kingdome, a certain number of ele, god- 
1y-and able Miniſtersof the. word, within that County, to 
heare and determinethe cauſes and differences in every = 
.congfegation within the ſame, and let there be a certain 
number of ſele&t Church-governours aſſiſtant unto them: . 
the firſt choyce of theſe ro be made by the Parliament in 
ſucha way as they ſhall determine, and ſuch number to 
have powerof election fromtime_totime of any Miniſter 
or Church-governour into any place among them, that is 
yoid by death or otherwiſe. £1 
| 6, The Miniſters and Ruling-governors, ofeveryccon- 
gregation within that County lo aſſociated, ſhall have pow- 
er to debate and yore in that meeting fromtime-:to rime in ' 
ſuch caſes as pertain to tharpurticular congregation, except 
mou ofthem as are complained of, or are parties in que- 
_Ntjon. 
7. Acertain number of the aforeſaid Miniſters, and : 
, Aaaa 3 Ruling- 
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Ruling-governoursasdo dwell near together, inthe Gme 

Deanery. or diyifion of. that County, and who may with 
conveniency more frequently meer cogether, ſhall have 
power toheare and determine the cauſes and differences 
within the ſeverall a 6. 0a of that precin&. 

8. Let Nationall Affemblies of Miniſters and others, 
be choſen from time to time, according as ſhal be appoin- 
_ ted by the Parliament, as the neceſſity of the Charches af- 

fairs ſhall require. 

To the fitth, ſixth,ſeventh and eighth, the whole Com- | 
mittee doth aſcent; onely ſorve of therms doe deſire that the ef- | 
fe@ of that which hereafter followeth may for explanation ſake 
be inſerted. viz. That the Elders and Brethren of each Congre- 
getion is caſe they find any thing t00 hard for themſelves or 
have any controver fie among themſelves, may have liberty to 

| adviſe with any of thoſe ſelet? Blders, and others in the Province 

| jointh or apart, or with the Elders of any other Churches, for 

| the determining and compoſing the controverſie or reſolving of 

| that d:fficulty, and in caſe they cannot be ſatisfied, then to have 
recourſe alſo to the advice and help of that Claſſur unts 
which they appertais, #0 ſolve and determine #t. 

9 Thatthe members of particular congregations do co- 
habit and live rogerher within certain bounds and. precin&s 
of a pariſh under preachingand governing Officers : unto 
which jofar ar it concerns the meer bounding of congregations 
5-9 oa Committee do deſire that theſe proviſions may be- 
added. | , | 
. I, That they may have liberty todwelt in another Pariſh if| 
the conſent of the Minifter of that other pariſh be procured. 

2. Fox Countrey villages that the limits be extended totake 
in from ſome one pariſh immediately adjoyning. 


We having weighed our Brethrens ahqgns find no 
probability ofaccommodartion for them, ordinarily to en- 
joy congregations, unlefie whea it ſhall happen in a pen 

| _ that 
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in the Pariſh, who! _ the Miniſters.or- 


| the Claſirmay judge fie ro ; ſuchperſoos ſhall 
a rs an cither. 


by the help of a neighbour Miniſter, or fome other proviſi 
on be made: by a allowance our - of the 
Fo aca my TY to the wifedome of the 
State. | 


Whereunto our Brethres adde AS followerk 


Or otherwiſe if in aperiſh it happen that there be conſode- 
reble wnmber of ſuch ar canot partake in the ordinances with 
the 8nd people there, they ſhall beve Hberty to diſpoſe of 
themſelves as adiftin@ Charch, axd1io chooſe o Minifter or Mi- 
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If fucb ary ful ſeem the wifedomre o of this honoure- 
ble Committee to be prejudicialt to the RR yr the 

. Church, os not ty hope ieittc, we Ho 
 dodrinall principles whereiw we differ 1rd 
government ans) be taken into ſerious” conſideration, 
and ſome other way of accommodation in prafice 
thought apoy, as ſhall mri: to this honowrable Come 

mittee. 


- Crncerning Claſſes and Synods. 


I. Acthefe meetings,ſet them pray, cp—_—_— rare, 
refolve eiffcute caſes ſe of and preach. the 


2.They.ni x dogmatically Ad wht the witofChuiſt 
is in fach caſes axareBeforothems Andthbisjudpment of 
rnb woos once with reverence, and 


_ 


earths dinidzr canner acendniier the Soctame Le Ye OY 
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any ojber, of thoſe Elders in the province, or elſewhere, adviſed 
with, they ave in like manner hoke at 6s the ordinance of Chriſt, 
and to have the like obligation in them. © 
3. If the dodtrine orpraftiſe of any particular congregs- 
tion be erroneous, hurtfull or deſtruftive:to holinefſe or the 
peace of that or other congregations, they are bound to give 
account thereofto the Clafſiz or Synod. Some of the Brethren 
adde to this, That the ground of this obligation to give account to 
the Claſſes or Synod is their being offended, or their Churches 
fSeandalizedihereat. © TY OT THETS 

4. The Claſſis or Synod may examine, admoniſh, andin 

caſe of obſtinacy declare againſt that congregation or any 
particular member init, as the nature and degree of that 
offence ſball require. Some of the Brethren aſſent to ſuch procee- 
dings as towards a Church offending and ſcandalizing of them: 
but adde,; That no ſuch examination, admouition in any. Claſſis 
or Aſſembly be extended to any particular perſon is that Church, 
but unto the Churchit ye not putting forth the power that 
Chriſt hath given them for reforming him.  _ 

5. - The Claſlis or Synod may judge tonching any _ 
who deſervesexcommunication,and may charge the ſeverall 
congregationall Presbyteries whom it concernes todo ir. - 

6. Weconceive that in caſe the particular Elderſhip re- 
- fuſeto doetheir duty, the Claſſis, may and ought not one- 
ly ro wnhdraw communion from them, but at when need 
is, exerciſe the ſentence of excommunication themſelves, 
Inſtead of this ſixth Propoſition, ſone EA the Brethren do inſert 
this, Incaſe the aforeſaid particulsr Churches and Elderſbips 
0 feeding? gll refuſe to (ubenit to this courſe, that _ wok , 
ſis or Synod are te. acquaint their. congregations reſpelpovely, 

8nd ſo withdraw from ther and EE  Onares, 
fellowſhip with them. a OOO 7 SHOPS 

7. Incaſe of appeale if it appeare to the Claſſis' that the 

| | | ſentence 
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rdinance of Chriſt. 80 of the Brethren (though 
afſenting ) yet are bold to add: berenmo,, that the judgment of 
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ſentence was.unjuſt, they may yu thar rhe Þ crore 
Presbytery ttoreverſeir; andi inately 
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| in cafe they 

- refule to do it, the Claſſis may reverſe it, Orhers.of the 

Brethren only ſay that they are to proceed 6s in the former Ar- 
nicle. F | 

8. The Claſſiis or Synod: have power to ordaine 

Miniſters for ſuch congregations as have not a ſufficienc 

presbytery in them, and ler all congregations affociated, 

firſt adviſe withthe Claſſis, and take their affiſtance before 

they ordaina Miniſter. Some of the Brethren do referre them 

ſelves for this, to thelait clauſe in the third Propoſition delive- 


